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headteachers message

A recent highlight was our Options and Post-16 Evening, where Year 9 students and their
families met with subject leads and a range of post-16 providers to explore future pathways
and opportunities beyond Oak Tree.
Across the school there has been plenty happening. On Darley site, students have been taking
part in a range of sports including football, rugby, dodgeball and pickleball, alongside
spending time helping care for the Lost Gardens after the recent storms. Reading progress
continues to grow through Accelerated Reader successes, while staff have been further
developing phonics practice to support literacy across the school.

In Acorn, work continues to establish regular swimming opportunities for students. Swimming
is not only excellent for wellbeing and fitness, but also an important life skill for young people
living in Cornwall.

The Lost Gardens are also beginning to show the first signs of spring, with daffodils and
narcissi emerging after a very wet start to the year.

Next week will also mark one year since I joined Oak Tree as Headteacher, and it has been a
privilege to work alongside such a dedicated team and inspiring group of students. My wife,
son and I will also soon be relocating from Exeter to Cornwall, which we’re really excited about
as we continue to make this wonderful community our home.

As always, thank you for the continued support and trust you place in the school.

Dear Parents and Carers,

It’s been a busy and positive few weeks across Oak
Tree, with students continuing to engage brilliantly in
learning and wider school life. As we begin to see the
first signs of spring, there is a real sense of momentum
building across the school. Classrooms, outdoor
spaces and activities have all been full of energy,
curiosity and effort from our young people, and it’s
been wonderful to see the progress they continue to
make.

Best Wishes
Matt
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It's been a busy time for us on Darley site! 
The weather still feels against us, but students have attended some excellent

sporting events on site including football, rugby, dodgeball and pickleball. 
Thankfully students have been able to get outside and spend purposeful time in
the lost gardens! A huge thanks to all students who helped clean up after the big

storm!
Our students have successfully completed their accelerated reader tests and

teachers have been brushing up on their phonics training with our OFG regional
lead. 

In the kitchen students have been practising key skills and learning to batch
cook! It's been a brilliant start to the year and well done everyone!

On February 11  Oak Tree held its options and post-16 evening. th

This annual event provided a valuable opportunity for Year 9 students and their
parents/carers to meet with Heads of Faculty and subject leads in preparation

for choosing Key Stage 4 options. 
In addition, a range of mainstream and specialist post-16 providers attended.
Parents and students were able to speak with these providers and learn more

about the options available for when students leave Oak Tree School.

It’s been a busy start to the New Year in Acorn with several areas of
development being addressed. Our new reading room launched on Monday 12

January where children gathered and shared a glass of fizzy orange juice served
in Champagne flutes whilst our school councillors cut the ribbon to open our
new relaxing space dedicated to reading and a non-pressured enjoyment of

books.

th

I have been working hard on setting up swimming lessons for Acorn children,
despite a stumbling block with the original plan. It has been successful in setting
it up for some children individually, and I maintain my determination to get it in
place for the children that haven’t yet been as soon as possible. Swimming is not

only such a valuable exercise for wellbeing and fitness, but also is such an
important life skill for children living in Cornwall.
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Coming up this month, we are looking for any budding young

musicians, dancers, singers, magicians, comedians to audition for a

place on our new Oak Tree’s Got Talent show. Any talent will be

considered!



The garden is springing into life after the wettest 2 months on record, and

we are finally seeing some settled weather on the forecast! Currently in

bloom we have daffodils and narcissi popping up.

The chard and rocket are still producing and over the break some classes

have successfully propagated some seedlings to be transferred outside

after the last frost.
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FRIDAY 20  MARCH -TH

RED NOSE DAY

THURSDAY 2ND APRIL -
STUDENTS BREAK UP FOR EASTER

HOLIDAYS 
(12:30PM FINISH)

ALL DAY GREEN TIME ACTIVITIES
WILL ALSO BE TAKING PLACE AT
THE END OF THE TERM, WHERE
STUDENTS CAN ENJOY SOME

FANTASTIC TRIPS! 

MORE INFORMATION ON THESE
TRIPS TO FOLLOW 
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The Family Support team now have our very own school
pantry in place to support our families and young

people. The school pantry is being supported by MCKS
Charitable Foundation.

You can request a grocery bag through your child’s tutor
team or the family support team. Please see the email

contacts below.

The family support team will then put together a
grocery bag that can be sent home with the young

person or given to the you if you collect your child from
school.

For more information please contact: 01872 264221
natalie.lacey@oaktreeschoolcornwall.co.uk
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SCHOOL Pantry




